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UM IRISH STUDIES PROGRAM RECEIVES $120,000 FROM EMERALD ISLE 
MISSOULA -
Gerry Staunton, consul general of the consulate of Ireland in San Francisco, will make 
an official visit to The University of Montana on Friday, April 24.
Staunton will meet with representatives of UM’s Irish Studies Program and Montana 
World Trade Center. Irish Studies was launched at UM by Irish President Mary McAleese in 
May 2006, and the program is supported by a grant from the Irish government. Staunton will 
announce an additional $120,000 in funding for the next three years.
Staunton also will attend a fundraising dinner organized by the Friends of Irish Studies, 
a local nonprofit group. The Friday event begins with a cocktail hour at 6 p.m. and dinner at 7 
p.m. in the University Center. Tickets cost $50 and are available by calling 406-243-5258 or e- 
mailing Ireland@mwtc. org.
Traolach “Terry” O’Riordain, a UM Irish Studies faculty member, said the Irish 
government has an initiative to build stronger relationships in trade and commerce between 
Ireland and the Irish community in the United States.
He said a particular aspect of this initiative addresses the area of environmental 
reseaich and the development of alternative fuel sources. Ireland has played a prominent role
in research in this area and now looks to facilitate closer collaboration between Europe and the 
United States.
During his Missoula visit, Staunton also will visit members of the Missoula business 
community. After leaving Missoula, he intends to visit Anaconda (Saturday morning), Butte 
(Saturday evening) and Helena (Saturday night). Visit http://www.irishmontana.com for more
information.
Staunton will be accompanied by Seamus Boyle, president of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians. AOH is the largest fraternal Irish organization in the United States. O ’Riordain 
said AOH is a strong supporter of UM’s Irish Studies Program, and Boyle’s visit should 
enhance support from the organization’s Montana divisions, as well as earn nationwide 
coverage among AOH’s membership.
More information about UM’s Irish Studies Program is online at 
http://www.cas.umt.edu/irishstudies. The UM-based Montana World Trade Center 
(http://www.mwtc.org) works to increase international trade through public-private 
partnerships, business networking and student education.
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